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2018 – Blessed or Cursed? 

 

JOB SUFFERED …BUT…HE WAS BLESSED 

“So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with 

sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown” (Job 2:7 KJV). 
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Dear Readers, 

 

It’s a NEW YEAR!  I went through a lot of pain and 

hurt in 2017.  When my sweet baby sister, Regina, 

went Home to be with the Lord on July 31, 

2017…that was it for me!  I cried and cried…and 

still do. 

 

So, now I don’t have Regina here with me.  She is 

gone on.  I haven’t lived without her.  I am the 

oldest.  I was born in 1950 and Regina was born in   

1953.  Our brother, Elder Rodger Palm, was born in  

1951.  I  praise the Lord that he is still living.  I love      

       him  dearly.  Mama and Daddy (Elder Minor Palm,  

       Jr. and Evangelist Willie Lee Palm) are deceased. 

 

Death and sickness are HORRIBLE!  Suffering hurts and hardship of any kind are 

TERRIBLE!  Who wants to go through difficulties and problems?  Who wants to struggle 

with one thing then another?  Who wants a life of misery? 

 

What I want is blessings, joy, good times, success, prosperity, and the best of everything. 

NO hurts, NO disappointments, NO trouble and NO problems!  That’s what I want!  I 

want overflowing BLESSINGS! Some people call it having Good Luck.  Well, I don’t.  I 

just want BLESSINGS! You know what I mean? 

 

Everybody wants to be blessed!  Nobody wants to have new and more problems for the 

New Year!  We all had something to go through in 2017!  Oh, yeah!  Remember all of the 

hurricanes, storms, raging fires, massive killings, terrorist attacks, flooding, shootings, 

airplane crashes, breakout of diseases, plagues, and on and on and on throughout 2017?  

There was worldwide trouble and problems!  Everything was out of control!  Devastation 

from country to country! 
 
 

Is There A Preventive From Trouble? 
 

  So, now here we are in the beginning of 2018 and we just don’t know what to expect.  If 

last year was a NIGHTMARE, what about this year?  What can we do? 
  

Wanda J. Burnside 
Founder and President 

W 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE and DAY RITUALS 

 
 

 
 

 

You see, there are some traditions or rituals that are commonly practiced in families and 

homes for generations to bring in blessings and remove the bad things from the coming 

year.  People tend to say that they are not superstitious… Okay…I read an article online 

entitled: “The Meaning of New Year’s Traditions.“  

 

I learned that some folks throw out their refrigerator, couch, beds and other furnishings 

through their home’s windows to get rid of the past.  They want to start fresh and new for 

the New Year!  In other places, they let pigs run through restaurants so customers can rub 

them as they run through it.  This is to bring the people good luck!   

 

 I  also read the following information from that article: 
 

“While each culture's New Year celebration has its own flavor, there are certain 

common themes. The period leading up to New Year's Day is a time for setting 

things straight: a thorough housecleaning, paying off debts, returning borrowed 

objects, reflecting on one's shortcomings, mending quarrels, giving alms. In 

many cultures, people jump into the sea or a local body of water - literally 

washing the slate clean.”  
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WHAT DO YOU DO? 

 
 

 
 

 
I must admit that for years I practiced buying, cooking and eating black-eyed peas, some 

kind of cooked green leafy vegetable, cornbread and so on.  When I got married in 1972, I 

continued this tradition from my mother who carried it on in our home with daddy and my 

siblings, Rodger and Regina.  Well, my mother got the tradition from her mother who 

probably got it from her mother and on it went. 

 

Now, all of these foods are to bring good blessings into your New Year.  I am not 

superstitious and my family is sure not!  We are Christians, Believers, and God-fearing 

people!  Yet, we did practice this as a tradition for New Year’s Day. 

 

What about you?  What do you do?  Do your New Year’s traditions bring you special 

blessings?   
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A BIBLICAL LOOK AT RITUALS 
 

 

 
(Information above from online source) 

 

 

DON’T FROWN ON SOME RITUALS and TRADITIONAL PRACTICES.  The Bible is 

filled with rituals and practices for blessings from Genesis to Revelation.  They were based 

upon the godly or God-ordained or God-ordered commandments for the people of God.  

Then we find that there are ungodly practices or rituals that were done by people and 

nations who were against God. 

 

Let us consider a very godly man in the Bible, named Job.  The Bible states that Job was 

upright, good, just, honest and served God.  He was a true Worshipper.  He was a devoted 

and loving family man, too. 

 

“There was a man named Job, living in the land of Uz,[a] who worshiped God and was 

faithful to him. He was a good man, careful not to do anything evil. 2 He had seven sons 

and three daughters, 3 and owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, one 

thousand head of cattle, and five hundred donkeys. He also had a large number of 

servants and was the richest man in the East” (Job 1:1-3 GNT). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+1&version=GNT#fen-GNT-14147a
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiM76TYsrDYAhWl5YMKHeHjBTIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/chucho1943/03-sacrifices&psig=AOvVaw1KzMaLYOzHvdG53g4nrwlm&ust=1514676968973388
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Now, we can say clearly Job was, “BLESSED and HIGHLY FAVORED.”  God had given 

Job many wonderful and glorious New Years!  Job was super-blessed!  He was rich, 

successful and he had it all.  NO WORRIES and PROBLEMS for JOB! He was BLESSED! 

 

 

JOB HAD A RITUAL 
 

So, here we are in a NEW YEAR and want blessings in abundance in our lives.  We would 

love to be rich and successful like Job.  The Bible tells us that he was good, faithful, a 

worshipper, and careful not to do anything evil.  Right there are some of the major keys for 

his blessed life.  We should practice living this way, too. 

 

However, this was not all that Job did to make sure that he and his family were blessed by 

God.  He had a daily ritual that he did.  The Bible states: 

 

“Job's sons used to take turns giving a feast, to which all the others would come, and 

they always invited their three sisters to join them. 5 The morning after each feast, Job 

would get up early and offer sacrifices for each of his children in order to purify them. 

He always did this because he thought that one of them might have sinned by insulting 

God unintentionally,” (Job 1:4-5 GNT). 

Job wanted to make sure that the blessings of the Lord would continue in his life and in 

the life of his children.  So, every morning he got up early and offered a special offering or 

sacrifice for each one of his children.  He did this to purify them or set them free from 

wrong doings or sayings against God.   

 

  God honored Job for what he did.  God smiled upon Job.  He had the favor of God on his 

life.  Job was highly esteemed of God. 

 

 WHAT?  WHY? 
 

God was so pleased about the wonderful things that Job did.   God was so proud of how he 

worshipped Him, took care of his family and did all that he could to make sure that there 

was no sin or evil stuff going on in his house!  He strived to live holy before God. 

 

Well, the Bible tells us how Satan was watching Job, too.  Satan had been going here and 

there throughout the earth and then…he stopped and looked at the way that Job lived and 

how he was so blessed.  (Job 1: 7 GTL). 
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God bragged about Job.  He asked Satan if he considered how blessed Job was in the earth.  

God wanted to make sure that Satan got a good look at a good and godly man.  Then their 

conversation changed and Satan was ready to try making Job’s life miserable, so he would 

hate God for his troubles. 

 

 “Did you notice my servant Job?” the LORD asked. “There is no one on earth as faithful 

and good as he is. He worships me and is careful not to do anything evil.” 

9 Satan replied, “Would Job worship you if he got nothing out of it? 10 You have always 

protected him and his family and everything he owns. You bless everything he does, and 

you have given him enough cattle to fill the whole country. 11 But now suppose you take 

away everything he has—he will curse you to your face!” 

12 “All right,” the LORD said to Satan, “everything he has is in your power, but you must 

not hurt Job himself. So Satan left” (Job 1:8-12). 

 

SATAN ATTACKS JOB 
 

Readers, this is the part in the Bible that has always troubled me because God points 

out Job to Satan.  God makes sure that Satan notices Job.  I mean what a place for Job 

to be in!  There is Almighty God telling Satan how good Job is.  Then this stirs up 

Satan to attack Job so that Job would “curse God to His face!” (vs.11). God gave Satan 

an offer that he could not refuse. 

Immediately Satan rages a war against Job.  Great devastation and massive destruct-

tion comes right at Job.  His entire life is an immense nightmare! 

 The Sabeans attacked and stole all Job’s donkeys.  They killed all of the 

servants except one.  (Job 1:13-15 GNT) 

 Suddenly, lightning struck his sheep and shepherds and killed them all 

except one.  (Job 1:16) 

 Next, three bands of Chaldean raiders attacked his other servants, took away 

the camels, and killed all his servants except one.  (Job 1:17) 

 Right then, another servant came and said, “Your children were having a feast 

at the home of your oldest son, when a storm swept in from the desert.  It blew 

the house down and killed them all.  I am the only one who escaped to tell 

you” (Job 1:18 GNT). 
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WHAT DID JOB DO? 
 

 Satan caused all of this!  He killed!  He wiped out Job’s fortune, property, business, 

and his family!  How horrible!  Mass destruction! 

However, the Bible said: 

 “Then Job got up and tore his clothes in grief. He shaved his head and threw himself 

face downward on the ground. 21 He said, “I was born with nothing, and I will die with 

nothing. The LORD gave, and now he has taken away. May his name be praised!” 

22 In spite of everything that had happened, Job did not sin by blaming God” (Job 1:20-

22 GNT). 

 
ROUND 2 – SATAN ATTACKS AGAIN! 

 
 “Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none 

like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? 

And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy 

him without cause.’ (Job 2:2-3 NKJV). 

 

JOB SUFFERED 
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“So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will 

give for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and 

he will surely curse You to Your face!” 

6 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.” 

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils 

from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd 

with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes” (Job 2:4-8 NKJV). 

 
 

On top of all of Job’s miseries, his wife turned against him and God.  She told Job to curse 

God and die! (Job 2:9)  She had no compassion and concern for Job.  She raged in anger. 
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Job’s friends did not encourage him or comfort him in his time of suffering.  They were 

critical and very fault-finding about all of his trials.  They blamed Job for what had 

happened to him. (Job 4 and Job 8) 

 

 

Each day Job got weaker and unable to do many things.  He could hardly move. 

 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOkpTm3LPYAhWH24MKHSE3B64QjRwIBw&url=http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/job/&psig=AOvVaw3qzDK5ltZrLWu77IYie0Zp&ust=1514791627583784
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From LONGSUFFERING to BLESSINGS 
 

Job was really tested on every level of his life.  He was a highly-prized servant of 

God.  Job lived right and did all that he could do to stay blessed.  He did a daily 

ritual of prayers and offerings to God to prevent evil from getting into his life.   

Job was like each one of us who strives to live right or holy.  We desire to have 

overflowing blessings from the Lord.  We don’t want a day, year or life with loss, 

sickness, deaths, poverty and torment.  We sure don’t want our spouse continuously 

arguing and complaining at us.  We don’t need friends who blame us for the troubles 

or misfortunes that life brings. 

The Bible lets us know that Job’s attacks came from a deal between God and Satan.  

Satan wanted to prove that Job would not serve God if he had trouble in his life.  

However, God knew Job’s heart and He was confident that nothing that Satan would 

do could shake Job’s faith in God.   

No matter how long the tests were from Satan against Job, he did not quit believing 

and trusting in God!  Job did not curse out God for the horrible things going on!  

Even when his friends came against him, Job did not fight back!  Instead, Job prayed 

for them.  When Job prayed blessings and kindness on them, THAT IS WHEN HIS 

TROUBLES ENDED!   

 “After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD restored his fortunes and gave him 

twice as much as he had before” (Job 42:10 NIV). 

 

God gave Job twice of everything that was taken from him by Satan!   

“So the LORD blessed Job in the second half of his life even more than in the beginning. 

For now he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen, and 1,000 female 

donkeys.  And he also had seven sons and three daughters” (Job 42:12-13 NIV). 

 

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? 
 

  Readers, in 2017, you might have been under the greatest trials and tests in your 

lives!  If your life was ripped from you in the hurricanes, storms, fires, illness, 

unemployment or whatever devastation that came to destroy you…Hold on!   

 Keep trusting the Lord to bring you through in 2018!   

 Look for a MIRACLE!   

 Continue to stand fast in the midst of suffering, discouragement, sorrow, pain, 

and in the nightmares! 

 Have a loving and forgiving heart! 
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GOD KNOWS your suffering!  He understands! 
 

2017 may have been so hard and unbearable… 
BUT… 

2018 – A NEW BEGINNING! 

A NEW YEAR! 
 

 
 

Readers, I wanted to pour out this message to you because I can relate to your pain, 

suffering, uncertainties, fears and sorrows.  As I have shared with you, I went through 

so much in 2017.  I did not share everything with you.  But, please know that I am 

asking the Lord to do some mighty and glorious things for me, my family and friends.  I 

am crying out to Him for HELP! 

How can we pray for you in 2018? Please contact us at:  wtvision@hotmail.com. 

Leave your prayer request.  My staff and I want to hear from YOU! 

W 

Wanda J. Burnside, Publisher 

mailto:wtvision@hotmail.com
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Still Praising, Praising! 
 

By Michele Gardner-Barnes 

W 

“Praise ye the Lord, Blessed is the man that 

feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his 

commandments.” (Psalm 112:1, KJV) 

    The celebration of my New Year’s Eve 2017 

count-down started early with praying and 

calling out the names on my prayer-wall. Shortly 

after, I participated in an over twenty- year-

tradition of phone calls. These are the calls to 

once again join in family prayer as the clock 

strikes twelve to enter 2018. This is always a 

spiritually uplifting and motivating connection.  

     These end-of-the-year phone calls allow each 

family member to give prayers and praises.  

They can say prayers of thanksgiving, speak 

special blessings for families not on our prayer 

line, utter prayers for healing the sick, or those 

with special needs. It is a time to use the phone 

to call in prayers for hearts in this world to seek 

God and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and 

Savior.  

…..However, at the same time, instead of 

praying, there were those in New York’s Times 

Square who celebrated by watching “the ball 

fall.” A few million watched this tradition on 

television. Other cities, and even my hometown 

Detroit, now have the "D" drop, while 

celebrating and partying in the streets. Do you 

think God was pleased to see so many people 

party and celebrate in the coldest of cold 

weathers for just a moment in time?  

     Many more celebrations happened in homes 

here and around the world.  But let it be 

known… NOT AT MY HOUSE! Was it a time 

of praise at your house, too? For me and my 

family, New Year’s Eve was “our" time to 

worship and praise God! We were excited and 

feeling the delights of knowing God’s 

commandments.   We rejoiced with great joy, 

knowing who we are in Christ! For such is a 

celebration for praise and worship!  

    I believe there were millions like us in praise 

and worship to God for letting us go through 

2017.  We were not televised. But we who 

worship Him, know God and His word. We have 

honor, reverence and fear of using New Year’s 

Eve to celebrate or worship a moment in time 

that is not dedicated to thanking Him for the 

many miracles or blessings that only God can 

provide. He allowed us to live to see a new year! 

      Yes, but for God’s grace and mercy we live! 

The parties are over in the streets!   Yet, I'm 

waking up each new day with praise! And I’m 

still praising! 

 

P 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Your Past Is Not 

Your Future 
©2010  Dr. Mary Edwards 

 "Brethren, I count not myself to have 

apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 

those things which are behind, and reaching forth 

unto those things which are before, I press toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 

Christ Jesus" (Phil.3:13-14 KJV )` 

     One January when we had a bad snowstorm 

here in Detroit, my late husband and I decided to 

do some spring cleaning in our attic. In the 

course of our project, I ran across a box of old 

long-playing albums. 

     As I sorted through the record collection, 

reminiscing about "the good ole days," (which 

really weren't all that good) the thought occurred 

to me that I could no longer listen to those old 

records. We had replaced our outdated stereo 

sets with CDs and tape players long ago. My, 

how times have changed. This brings to mind a 

thought that I want to share with you. 

     Some people need to get a new record 

collection. They have been playing those long-

playing albums (LPs) far too long. Too many 

folks are living in the past listening to old 

records. Time is stolen from enjoying present 

happiness, and we paralyze our future by 

replaying, reviewing, and rewinding past history. 

But, in order to do this, we are going to need a 

new "set" – a new mindset. We need to “rethink” 

our past, eliminate our fears, and embrace our 

future. When I say, “rethink,” what I’m saying is 

revisit, kiss it goodbye, and move on. 

     Living in the past is "iffy." Valuable time is 

wasted repeating over and over again: "If I had 

done this or that, things would be different." 

Yes, it is true, things would have been different. 

But you didn't do it differently, and thinking 

about it now can't change what happened then. 

Your past, no matter how tragic or terrible, is 

gone. You can never reach back into it and 

change it. 

     Even the wonderful parts of your past are 

gone. So stop wasting time and energy trying to 

relive the past. God never goes back, though He 

is the only one who can. He goes forward. He is 

always looking ahead and moving beyond the 

present. 

     Friends, it's time to get a new record 

collection. Let me leave these words from 

scripture with you: 

    "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 

are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 

things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 

report: if there be any virtue, and if there by any 

praise, think on these things." (Phil. 4:8).  

Dr. Mary Edwards can be reached at 

www.leavesofgoldconsulting.com. 

 

 

P 

http://www.leavesofgoldconsulting.com/
http://www.leavesofgoldconsulting.com/
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God’s Camera 

by Ramelle T. Lee  © 2008 

W 

Through the eyes of God’s camera lens, 

How does God see you? 

Is your life style pleasing to the Master? 

What pictures of your life do you want God 

To share with the world concerning you? 

God’s camera lens will always capture the truth. 

Give your life and heart to God. 

He will brightly shine His light upon you. 

God’s heavenly camera will show 

a great picture of you. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Author Ramelle T. Lee 
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~ Look to the Saviour ~ 

Night clouds surrender as morning appears 

Birds in the treetops, chirping their cheers 

On the horizon, sunshine breaks through 

Another creation, day starts anew! 

Each morning we wake, God’s already there 

He’s not far away ~ He hears all our prayers 

And as we rise up for the day that’s ahead 

His Word is our light ~ our life-giving Bread. 

Whatever our needs, God already knows 

The plan for our life, He already chose 

We never need worry and never need fret 

In Jesus, our Saviour, our longings are met. 

Look at the lilies! Gaze at the trees! 

Dancing together in soft gentle breeze 

Think of the numberless sands on the shore 

God’s thoughts towards us are SO much more!  

Yesterday’s gone ~ and here we stand 

Let us keep holding our Father’s hand 

Whatever our trials or triumphs today 

Let’s look to the Saviour, for He is the Way! 

N 
© 2015  Christine V Mitchell 

(Revised Jan 2018) 

God is Faithful  

By Christine V. Mitchell 
The UK Ministry Leader and Staff Writer 

W 

   Yesterday has now become yesteryear … 

full of memories of all that took place and all 

that left a mark upon our lives and those of 

our loved ones and people around the world.  

   Last year was a very rough one for me, 

because of some difficult circumstances I 

faced in caring for my family. I went through 

a season of anguish. At the start of 2017, I 

would never have believed what lay ahead 

for me. But as I reached the end of the year, 

on reflection, I came to discover that, in the 

midst of it all, the Lord was working, 

regarding things that I thought were at a 

standstill because of my trials. He was 

bringing things to pass. 

   Though circumstances and trials challenge 

our faith, sometimes stretching us to the 

limits of endurance …. through is love, the 

Lord works in ways that remind us that He is 

faithful. He, Whose mighty hand sustains the 

universe, the galaxy, the creatures on earth 

and deep in the coral sea, is the One Whose 

heart is LOVE, love for you and me. He 

brought us through 2017 and will bring us 

through 2018 … in the Name of Jesus!  

   “…He who began a good work in you will 

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” 

Philippians 1:6, NASB)    

    I thank Him for His love, His mercy and 

His blessing. It’s all about Him after all, not 

about us and our goodness or works. We 

cannot depend on our own strength, but we 

can depend upon the Lord. He loves us 

through the storms, on the mountain and in 

the valley ~ oh yes, our God is faithful! 
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New Year Blessings 

from Australia 

         

Casting Shadows 
 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High 

shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. (Psalm 91:1, KJV”) 

 

     God casts His Shadow over those who dwell in the secret place with Him.  They will abide 

under His shadow.... imagine, the Most High Almighty God!  That’s where we need to be this 

New Year.  We need to be abiding in Him, beneath the loving protection of His shadow.   

     This 2018, leave behind your shadow.  The real you is supposed to move on. Your shadow is 

supposed to remain.  In Acts 5:15, the disciple Peter’s shadow carried God’s anointing to bring 

forth healing as he walked by!  What a memorable account of a remarkable legacy from God.  

Casting a shadow of healing, love and goodness is exemplary.  It’s like leaving a great legacy 

for others to remember about you and the Savior you serve! 

     The apostle Paul left such legacies everywhere he went. His evangelism and teaching to the 

churches certainly placed others in his shadow. And what a big shadow it was!  Not a dark 

gloomy shadow, but thought provoking, bright and insightful for God.  He relentlessly 

preached Jesus and the Gospel, leaving behind the light of the good news of salvation in every 

shadow he cast.   

     We must move forward from the old shadows of 2017, to cast new shadows in 2018.  Be a 

legacy-leaver for those coming behind us. The important thing about last year is what we will 

be remembered for, not what we can take with us.  Even more important is the Godly impact 

our shadows will cast and leave this forthcoming year. Lingering long after 2018 is done! 

 

New Year Resolution  ~  At the end of the year 2018, I want to leave behind the lasting shadow 

of the light of Him ... reflecting Jesus my Lord and  Savior, the Light of the world.  

 

A Prayer  ~  Dear Father as we abide under your shadow, help us to be a greater reflection of 

Your light to this darkened world.  Casting our shadows for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in His 

Name we humbly ask, Amen.     © ><> 2017 SLH 

Minister Sandra Hickman 

Australia Ministry Leader and Staff Writer 

W 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlwcXa1szYAhUJ4IMKHYK0AqsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.slideshare.net/jeffmcneal92/walking-in-the-spirit-50946780&psig=AOvVaw2F_OcsTbvtYsmnnAoahD7E&ust=1515648924734068
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The Lamp Newsletter presents the 
“Trophy of Good Deed”  

 

to these great men .. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right (above): 

Chris Downer, Don Brooks and Chris Holmes 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Brooks with his mother, Dr. Mary Edwards 

 

     The following heartwarming story, “Act of Kindness” was written by Mr. Don Brooks. 

Don and his friends (pictured) are heroes!  They are Good Samaritans.  They jumped into 

action to save a man’s life on a snowy December day when the temperature was near zero.   

     Don Brooks’ mother, Dr. Edwards, is always very proud of her son for his heart of love 

and kindness.  Dr. Edwards is the editor of The Lamp Newsletter and Christian leader.  



20 | P a g e  
 

 

ACT OF KINDNESS 

Cold Weather. Warm Heart 

By Don Brooks 

     It was a cold blistery day in December. One of those days when all I wanted to do was stay in 

bed under the nice warm covers. But I had already hit the snooze alarm once and I knew if I hit it 

again, I would be late for work. So, I pulled myself out of bed and headed for the job. 

     Riding down the street, I saw a very strange site and asked our driver to go around the block, 

which he did. That’s when I saw him: a nicely-dressed man with clean jeans, new-looking 

Timberland boots, a zip-up sweater, and holding the collar close to his neck as you would if you 

were cold. He was also wearing a nice gold watch and rings on each finger. The reason I could 

see his clothing is that HE HAD ON NO COAT! We knew something was wrong. I told the 

driver to pull over.  

     I got out of the truck and asked the man standing there if he was okay. (Not a very bright 

question, considering the weather and his appearance.  It was about 20 degrees outside.) When 

he didn’t respond, I asked, “What’s your name?” He quickly responded with his first and last 

name. “Are you lost?” Still there was no response. “Do you need to use a phone?” I asked. He 
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nodded. When I asked him his number, he said he didn’t have his card. I knew then he had a 

situation.  

     With his non-helpful answers and my observations, I instructed him to get in our vehicle. 

Chris, our driver, quickly dialed up the heat and gave John his own gloves to put on to help in the 

warming process. Again, I asked John his name to make sure his response was the same. He 

quickly replied with the same name. His responses still were not useful. Even so, putting him out 

of the truck and leaving him on the street was not an option. So I exited the vehicle to flag down 

a couple of cars as Chris positioned the truck properly. We had parked on the wrong side of the 

street when we approached John.  I exited the truck and asked a couple of cars driving by if they 

knew our lost friend. They didn’t, but after I explained the situation, they were mutually 

concerned.  

     While we were still there trying to figure out what to do, a lady walked up. We asked if she 

knew the man.  To no avail, she didn’t know our friend either. Another concerned lady stopped. 

She didn’t know John either. With those two ladies still on the site, a third person approached the 

intersection. I flagged him down. Again, I asked, “Do you know the guy in the truck? To 

everyone’s amazement the driver said, “That’s John. I haven’t seen him in three years!!.” So, I 

asked, “Do you know where he lives? With certainty, he replied, “Yeah, down the street.”  

     That’s when we realized a miracle had just taken place. Within a five-minute span of time and 

stopping three people to see if they knew John, we preceded to follow the guy to John’s house 

with John still in our custody. 

     We arrived at the house, which was on the same street where we discovered John, Sorrento 

and Six Mile Road. It was A HALF MILE AWAY! John had walked a very long way in the cold 

without a coat! 

     We knocked on the door, while John remained in the truck. After several knocks on the door, 

it was answered. I asked, “Do you know the guy over there in the truck?” He said, “Yes. That’s 

my brother. He has Alzheimer.” The resident appeared to be under the influence of a negative 

substance, hadn’t missed John, showed no concern, and didn’t ask any questions. Not even a 

“thank you.” I asked him to tell me our friend’s name and he replied correctly.  

     We released John, wished him well, and left. Needless to say, it bothered us. But there didn’t 

seem to be anything else we could do but let him enter the house. One consolation is that we got 

him out of the elements on a very cold day. 

~Copyright 2018 
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Praise the Lord for men who care about their fellow man. 

 

 

“Three Wise Men” 

Chris Downer, Don Brooks and Chris Holmes 
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COMING…MARCH 9, 2018 

 

 

You will soon be able to subscribe to our website 

and interact with us! 

 

 

                                        May God Bless You 
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Throughout the NEW YEAR! 

2018 

 
 

“Don’t be pulled in different directions or worried about a thing. 

Be saturated in prayer throughout each day, offering your faith-

filled requests before God with overflowing gratitude. Tell him 

every detail of your life” (Philippians 4:6 TPT). 

 

========================================================= 

 
Contact Information: 

 
The Lamp Newsletter, P.O. Box 125, Dearborn, MI 49121-0125. 

Email: wtvision@hotmail.com  
Phone:  313-491-3504 

LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, Goodreads and Chocolate Pages. 
Tribe Family Network-RESTORE! RESTORE! 

Mrs. Wanda J. Burnside, Founder & President 

mailto:wtvision@hotmail.com

