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                            THAT FATAL DAY:  April 4, 1968 

 

  Left to right:  Reverend Jesse Jackson, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. and Reverend Ralph Abernathy. 

 

Dear Readers,  

  In the photo at the top of the page, we see three men.  They are Reverend Jesse 

Jackson, Reverend Dr. Matin Luther King, Jr. and Reverend Ralph Abernathy. The men 

are dressed nicely and well-groomed in proper clothing.  We see that they are together 

on a hotel’s balcony on a rather fair weather day.  They seem to be looking off into the 

distance at something that has their attention.  What they are looking at gives them 
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pleasure.  The men don’t appear fearful or alarmed about anything or anyone.  Their 

smiles imply that is a time of enjoyment and peace. 

  Yet, things suddenly changed for these three men!  There was a gun shot!  One of the 

men was shot and fallen.  Panic arises!   

     The noise of a gunshot brings other men to the balcony.  The men on the balcony 

raised their hands and pointed off into the distance of the direction of the sounds of the 

gunfire. This disturbance brings out other people below at this hotel.  A small crowd 

gathers and wonders what happened. 
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        And at that very moment,  that gunshot changed the three men’s life forever!  History 

changed!  America changed!  The world was greatly impacted! Life changed!  

 

 

      “ Martin Luther King Jr., an American clergyman and civil rights leader, was shot at the 

Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. He was rushed to St. Joseph's 

Hospital, and was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. CST. He was a prominent leader of the Civil 

Rights Movement and a Nobel Peace Prize laureate who was known for his use of nonviolence 

and civil disobedience. 

James Earl Ray, a fugitive from the Missouri State Penitentiary, was arrested on June 8, 1968, in 

London at Heathrow Airport, extradited to the United States, and charged with the crime. On 

March 10, 1969, he pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 99 years in the Tennessee State 

Penitentiary.[1] He later made many attempts to withdraw his guilty plea and be tried by a jury, 

but was unsuccessful; he died in prison on April 23, 1998, at the age of 70.” 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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                               His Beloved Wife and Precious Children 

 

 

     This photo of Mrs. Corretta King, the wife of Dr. King, Jr., holding and comforting 

their youngest child, now Reverend Bernice King, at the funeral, truly speaks volumes.  

The other three children:  Yolanda, Martin Luther the III, and Dexter Scott  are not 

shown here.  However, I know that their deep hurt and heartbreaking pain cannot be 

expressed. 

    I have always thought about this photo.  If you ever were held closely on your 

mother’s lap, there is something so special about it.  A loving mother’s arms and hands 

are tender to help you, securely hold you and protect you.  Her lap is soothing and 

stable making sure you won’t fall off.  A mother’s breast is a soft resting place for her 

children. 

Then, when I look at Mrs. King’s beautiful face, I see her strength, love, concern, and 

faith in God.  She won’t let uncertainities, worries, wonders, and grief capture her in 

their grips.  Mrs. King’s faith was anchored in the Lord.  To me, she is speaking…in the 

midst of it all…”I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13 

NKJV). 
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The King Children 

  Left to right:  Dexter Scott King, Reverend Bernice King, Yolanda King (deceased) and 

Martin Luther King III.  Today, both sons are married. 
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PROCLAMATIONS 

President Donald J. Trump Proclaims the 50th Anniversary 

of the Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Issued on: April 4, 2018 
 

 
 

Fifty years ago today, on April 4, 1968, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was 

tragically assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.  Though he was taken from this earth 

unjustly, he left us with his legacy of justice and peace.  In remembrance of his 

profound and inspirational virtues, we look to do as Dr. King did while this world was 

privileged enough to still have him.  We must learn to live together as brothers and 

sisters lest we perish together as fools.  We must embrace the sanctity of life and love 

our neighbor as we love ourselves.  As a united people, we must see Dr. King’s life 
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mission through and denounce racism, inhumanity, and all those things that seek to 

divide us. 

It is not government that will achieve Dr. King’s ideals, but rather the people of this 

great country who will see to it that our Nation represents all that is good and true, 

and embodies unity, peace, and justice.  We must actively aspire to secure the dream 

of living together as one people with a common purpose.  President Abraham Lincoln 

sought to eradicate the senseless divisions of racial hierarchies when he issued the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  Just over 100 years later, Dr. King continued this effort 

and called upon Americans to reject ugly impulses and prejudices, and to recognize 

the beauty and the humanity of all people, regardless of the color of their skin.  

Today, we remain steadfast in advancing their efforts, in hopes of hastening the day 

when all of God’s children will join hands in freedom forever. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, 

by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 

States, do hereby proclaim April 4, 2018, to be a day to honor Dr. King’s legacy.  I 

urge all Americans to do their part to make Dr. King’s dreams of peace, unity, and 

justice a reality. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of April, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand eighteen, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and forty-second. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 
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THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL MONUMENT Honoring Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. in Washington, D.C. 

  View from the left side of the monument. 

 

                             View from the right. 
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                DON pointing from where the shot came from near the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, TN. 

    Thank you Dr. Mary Edwards the Editor of The Lamp Newsletter for sharing these historical 

photos of your son, Mr. Donald Brooks, with our readers.  These three photos were taken in 

2016 in Memphis, Tennesse when Donald visited several key places that commemorates  the 

life of Rev. King.  Also, please see pages 11 and 12. 
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                DON standing outside the museum (LORRAINE HOTEL) reading plaque 

                                        written and submitted by Reverend Ralph David Abernathy  

in remembrance of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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DON at the ALL WHITE’S CAFÉ in MEMPHIS NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM (MLK). 

This is located in the Lorraine Hotel which is now the historic museum  

in honor to Reverend MLK, Jr. 

 

 

      DON at the end of day reflecting on his visit to the NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM in 2016 
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